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40 JOURNALISTS REVEALED TO BE ON THE CIA PAYROLL : 
"THAT JUST ABOUT SCRATCHES THE SURFACE" 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON (LNS)--The Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) admitted last month that it has 40 
full-time American journalists working on its pay- 
roll. "And that just about scratches the surface/' 
said one long-time critic of the American press. 

"The admission is something like the Pentagon 
Papers --putting into print what many people were. Al- 
ready convinced of/' said another radical journal- 
ist. 

According to the article which first appeared 
in the November 30 Washington Star-News , the 40 in- 
clude operatives ranging from full-time agents to 
undercover contacts paid on a contract basis. Most 
of the 40 are free-lance writers or "stringers" for 
newspapers, magazines and news services; others are 
writers for trade publications and others staff 
correspondents for general circulation magazines, 
newspapers or news services. 

About two months ago, according to the article, 
CIA Director William Colby ordered a review of CIA 
policies . - „ After the Agency found 

the 40 journalists working for them, Colby supposed- 
ly decided to discharge the five or so reporters 
working on general circulation magazines "whose con- 
tinued existance on the payroll," said the Washing- 
ton Star-News, "could most seriously compromise the 
integrity of the American press in general and pos- 
sibly cripple its ability to function overseas," 

The other agents would apparently remain. 

As with anything involving the CIA, there is an 
air* of mystery around these new revelations. The 
Washington Star-News attributes the information to 
"sources". Is the source a disgruntled agent with- 
in the CIA (an "Ellsberg"); one of the five journ- 
alists who was canned and lost a sizeable paycheck? 
Colby and higher-ups at the Agency itself?- -attempt- 
ing to seem like they're "cleaning house" or less 
likely an attempt to discredit the newly "indepen- 
dent" press? Any are possible. 

One interesting sidelight to the story is that 
after the article appeared in the Washington Star- 
News, the Washington bureau of the New York Times 
called New York to find out if they should do their 
own story on the subject, trying to expand the 
story. New York said no, they should only run the 
Washington Star-News story and ran at the end a 
quote from William Colby that no one connected with 
the Times was involved with the CIA. 

The range of relationships between the CIA and 
reporters is quite large. "Part of the CIA station 
chief's job is to keep in touch with reporters," 
said former CIA agent Victor Marchetti. 

"The U , S . Embassy has certain information that 
reporters can't be privy to," explained journalist 
Judy Cobum, who spent some time in Indochina cov- 
ering the war for Pacifica Radio. Many reporters go 
there to get information and in a general way dis- 
cuss things, thereby giving the people at the em- 
bassy (very often CIA agents) a sense of the way 
they see the situation. "Few journalists would have 
any trouble di scussing things on a general level 
Page 1 
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except those of us who were definitely anti-war 
and against giving any information to the govern- 
ment," 

A step removed from reporters who go to the 
embassies to pick up information are those who have 
developed personal contacts with embassy people 
and see them on a social level and pass informa- 
tion that way. Beyond these irregular contribu- 
tors of information are journalists who get paid 
regularly for their information. 

And for many journalists, it doesn't end 
when they return to the United States, At the 1961 
convention of the American Society of Newspaper Ed- 
itors, then-CIA director Allen Dulles was asked, 
"Just what are the CIA's sources of information 
about other countries?" 

Once source, Dulles replied, was U.S. foreign 
correspondents who were "debriefed" by the CIA on 
their return home. The usual practice was to hole 
up in a hotel room for several days of intense 
interrogation, 

"Much of the debriefing/' comments William 
Worthy, a black journalist who related the incident 
in an article in the Boston Phoenix , "is agreed to 
freely and willingly by individual journalists i 
untroubled by the world's image of them as spies. 

In at least one case, as admitted to me by the La- 
tin America specialist on one of our mass-circula- 
tion weekly news magazines, the debriefing took 
place very reluctantly after his initial refusal 
to cooperate was vetoed by his superiors. 

"Depending on the particular foreign crises 
or obsessions of the moment, some of the eager ses- 
sions with CIA debriefers bring handsome remunera- 
tion. A U.S. reporter returning home shortly after 
a military takeover or other upheaval in a country 
where U.S. imperial stakes are high--such as the 
Philippines or Uruguay or Chile- -can probably name 
his price." 

Worthy, who has made a number of trips to "off- 
limits" countries like China, Cuba and North Vietnam 
over the years , once asked a man who had worked 
with the National Security Agency how much he could 
get for a "debriefing" about his trip to China. 

"He thought for a moment and then replied; 'Oh, 
about ten thousand dollars.'" 

Then there are the journalist-agents who start 
from the other end- -who being as agents and use 
journalism as their cover to fit into the CIA's 
realm of covert activities. An example of this 
type appeared in a new movie called The French Con- 
spiracy , a fictionalized version of the events sur- 
rounding the disappearance of Mehdi Ben Barka, an 
exiled Moroccan leftist who was kidnapped and never 
heard from again. In the movie, a CIA agent (pos- 
ing as a sympathetic American reporter) sets up a 
nicely covered-up murder of a French reporter who 
is trying to reveal the plot against" Ben '■Barka. ’ 

Obviously that is an extreme example but real 
instances have been revealed of CIA agents using 
journalism as their covers. 

According to James Aronson in his book Deadline 
for the Media , in early 1970, the CIA approached a 
private Iv-owned paper for servicemen ., cal led the 
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Overseas Weekly and asked if they would take on two 
CIA agents - to the Saigon news staff in exchange fox 
distribution of the paper through Pxs all over the 
worldo 

A few days after Overseas Weekly rejected 
their offer* four men --two Americans and two Viet- 
namese --appeared at the U.S. Public Affairs office 
in Saigon and presented a letter from "American Un- 
iversity Press" and asked for accreditation as cor- 
respondents o Routinely, the officer in charge 
asked them for their Vietnamese press credentials, 
as a prerequisite for accreditation „ Instead they 
presented badges identifying them as official U.S. 
government investigators. It turned out that Am- 
erican University Press was a service organization 
producing catalogues and circulars for book publish- 
ers and never sent any correspondents to Vietnam, 

Another example that Aronson cites was that of 
a man named Leon Ripley, who was killed in an ac* 
cident near Saigon in May, 1970. In the reports ofo 
the" accident, he was identified as working for some- 
thing called Local News Service of Butler, Wisconsin. 
With a little digging, a reporter for the Milwaukee 
Courier turned up the information that the J’news 
service" had no subscribers . and that Ripley was a 
38-year veteran of the Air Force. 

Ripley's partner in the supposed news service 
was Gary Zeller who left Army Security in 1968.- 
When he was asked to define his work by the Mi Iwau- 
kee Courier reporter, Zeller told him that he had 
taken an oath not to talk about that for ten years 
after his discharge. "Such oaths are commonplace 
in organizations like the CIA and the National Sec- 
urity Agency," comments Aronson. It later turned 
out that Ripley, Zeller and two other " corresponds 
ents" for Local News Service were also on the pay- 
roll of the Military Service Company, a firm sel- 
ling supplies to officers and noncommissioned of- 
ficers clubs around the world. 

Not enough is known to say any more than the 
correspondents of Local News Service were covert 
agents, "keeping their eye on things", a role not 
very different from numerous examples in this coun- 
try of FBI and local red squad agents posing as 
reporters or photographers during demonstrations. 

Worthy mentions another example which goes past 
mere observation into, at the very least, coopera- 
tion with the CIA's sabotage departmentt 

Right before the unsuccessful Bay of Pigs in- 
vasion of Cuba, "the CIA, through mercenaries and 
through thoroughly discredited supporters of Batista, 
was masterminding extensive sabotage inside Cuba. 

It was a policy doomed to failure not only because 
anti-Castro endeavors lacked a popular base, but 
also because kindergartens, department stores during 
shopping hours and similar public places were among 
the targets being bombed. In no country does one 
mobilize mass support by killing children in their 
classrooms and women where they shop. 

"On one such occasion, a bomb went off at 9 :08 
pm. Five minutes earlier, however, at 9:03 pm, an 
ambitious U.S. wire service correspondent filed an 
'urgent press' dispatch from the Western Union tele- 
printer in his bureau office. Awkwardly for him, 
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the reported explosion came five minutes after 
the CIA's scheduled time." 

Obviously information gathering and distri- 
bution is a two way street- -cooperative reporters 
not only pass on useful information to the CIA 
but help to get out the CIA's point of view. Re- 
porters on the scene in other countries often 
have their suspicions raised when they see certain 
reporters too chummy with embassy officials. But 
for people reading newspaper reports at home, it 
is sometimes difficult to tell, with no way of 
checking out stories. 

Leaks of pertinent information to prepare 
people for an action the government is going to 
take or to present the government's point of view 
on a certain situation are only two of the ways 
the government (in many cases the CIA) manages 
the news. Certainly the media's depiction of the 
war in Indochina— accepting government figures on 
dead, or stories <3f "Vietcong" ; atrocities--ai i 'e !t- 
t#o examples i 

And while it would be difficult to pin Vdown 
without more information, the CIA connections of 
any American journalist who reported from Chile 
before the coup, certain ly the CIA's presence and 
activities there can't be denied. And while the 
CIA's covert activities were at a high gear in 
Chile, American reporters were sending back heavily 
critical reports of life under the Popular Unity 
government. One particular example of this was 
"The March of the Pots and Pans" which was a march 
of well-dressed women, "many of them holding pots 
and pans for the first time in their lives," as 
one radical journalist put it. In the press, 
their march was depicted as women pushed to the 
brink, not able to provide food for their families. 

Now whether individual correspondents who 
reported it that way were on the take from the 
CIA is difficult to say but it is clear that the 
CIA includes manipulation of the media in its bag 
of dirty tricks. 

-30- 

[Thanks to Tim But z of CARIG, William Worthy, 
Jim Aronson, Judy Cobum , Victor Marchetti and 
others for the information in this story.] 
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IMPACT FIL^l CATALOG AVAILABLE 

Impact Films has put out a 1973 Fall Catalog of 
social documentary, experimental and feature 'films. 
They treat themes and issues of universal signifie. 
cance from the standpoint of concerned, committed 
film makers closely involved with their subjects. 
These films can be used to inform and organize. 

A wide spectrum of current concerns are repre- 
sented in the catalog ~~ the Constitution and Exec- 
utive Power, China, Women's Liberation, Black history 
human ecology, the Middle East, Latin America, Ire- 
land, Africa, Vietnam, the South, -- the films -.i" 
include the poetic visions of independent film art- 
ists from America and abroad. 

The catalog is available from Impact Films, 

144 Bleeker St I lew- York, N.Y. 10012. 
— 30 — ___ 
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MEXICAN STUDENTS, FAMILIES, SEIZE GOVERNMENT 
LAND NEAR TIJUANA: SIX WEEK TAKEOVER CONTINUES 

LIBERATION News Service 

TIJUANA, Mexico (LNS) — The occupation of 150 
acres of Mexican government land by students and 
families from the area continues near Tijuana nearly 
six weeks since the takeover began. With reports that 
the morale of the squatters is high, it seems that 
the Mexican government is in for a long seige. 

The initial takeover began on October 30 when 
students from the Universidad Autonoma de Baja Cal- 
ifornia seized the 150 acres of government-owned land 
adjacent to the school and sealed off a' major road 
crossing the campus. The action came over a year 
after students had asked the government to provide 
land to expand the university; a request to which 
the Mexican government has yet to respond. 

Since the initial takeover, the students have 
been joined by 150 Mexican families who were rec- 
ently evicted from their homes in the Tijuana River 
Valley area to make room for a canal. At the time of 
their eviction, the families were promised free 
housing in another section of Tijuana. Instead, they 
were moved into inadequate plywood structures for 
which the government attempted to collect $20 a 
month rent. 

Since $20 a month was more than most of the 
families were able to pay, 150 of them decided to 
move onto the student-occupied land. Students and 
families agreed that 60 acres of the seized land be 
allocated for a housing development and 40 acres for 
additional university space. 

Reportedly, after the takeover was underway some 
of the students brought in a film about Chile before 
the coup. The next day, families had decorated the a 
area where their tents and make-shift shelters have 
been constructed with banners and signs of support 
for the Chilean people. 

Clandestine workers' collectives in the Tijuana 
area have issued statements of support for the act- 
ion carried out by the students and families. 

The Mexican government was quick to respond to 
the militancy and solidarity displayed by the occu- 
piers. Unable to use force without causing a major 
riot in Tijuana, the government quickly embarked on 
a campaign to discredit the students and divide the 
student and family occupiers from each other. Immed- 
iately, the pfo- government Tijuana press labled the 
students "outside agitators." 

At one point, the government offered the fam- 
ilies land and housing elsewhere if they would end 
their part in the takeover. Remembering the false 
promises that they have received in the past from 
the government, the families refused the deal and 
remained on the land. 


Government sources have said that the families 
were evicted from their homes to make way for a can- 
al. This canal, it turns out, will be linked to an- 
other canal which is to be built on the U.S. side of 
the border. Such an improvement in transportation 
facilities is expected to attract U.S. corporate 
investment to the areas bordering the proposed canal 
The U.S. government has already lent the Mexi'can 
government 800 million pesos to build the canal. 
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Attracted by the cheap labor available in 
Mexico, a number of U.S, firms have already built 
runaway shops in Tijuana and other border cities. 
Compared to the prevailing wages in the U.S., the 
$30 a week minimum wage in Mexico for a 48 hour work 
week is a very attractive proposition for U.S. comp- 
anies . 

In addition it is not unusual for U.S. employ- 
ers to cheat their Mexican employees further. In, 
os instance, 119 women workers were required to work 
up to 12 hours overtime each week for Control Re- 
search Corporation, a U.S. company, without being 
paid for their additional labor. To protest the 
treatment, on January 10, 1973, 87 of the women 
walked off their jobs at lunch time. When they re^ 
turned to work the next morning they found that 39 
of them had been fired on Unfounded grounds 1 ;. 

The 39 workers filed a complaint with the State 
Department of Labor, But their attempts to get the 
Mexican government to act against a U.S. firm proved 
futile. Government officials wouldn't set a hearing 
date until three months after the firing. Meanwhile, 
the workers were out of a job. 

According to one participant in the Tijuana 
takeover, Mexican people will not benefit from the , 
invasion of U.S. firms into the area. He pointed out 
that poor families are first forced to leave their 
homes to make room for the incoming corporations,; 
and then government officials work in cahoots with 
the U.S, corporations to cheat the workers by under- 
paying them. Similarly, for U.S. workers it will 
mean less jobs when their companies choose to run 
south of the border to take advantage of low wages 
and corrupt officials. 

Speaking of their part in the takeover, students 
point to a number of long-standing grievances. Part- 
icularly they note that Mexico does not have adequate 
educational facilities outside of Mexico City. 

Today, only about 13 million of the country's 
53 million people can read and write. This lack of 
education, the students point out, has greatly 
hampered the country's attemps to industrialize, and 
conveniently supplies U.S. firms with a cheap labor 
pool. Only 6 million people in Mexico are non-agri- 
cultural workers . . . . I 

The takeover came after students had exhausted 
all legal channels in their attempts to force the 
government to meet the country's educational needs 
In response to the legal efforts, Mexican officials 
have made many promises, but have kept almost none. 
The governor of Baja California at one time promised 
to build a school room a day. After three years he 
is over 1,000 classrooms behind. v; r 

According to one student taking part in the ’ 
occupation, publicity for the takeover is of major 
importance. Hopefully, publicity for the events 1 : 
leading up to the takeover will avert such bloody 
repression as that which occured during the 1968 
Olympics in Mexico City when government troops, killed 
500 to 700 demonstrators and jailed another 3,000. 


-30- 

[thanks to Northstar at the University of California 
at San Diego for the information in this story.] 
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON CAMBODIA MEETS IN PARIS 
By Schofield Coryell 
LIBERATION News Service 

PARIS (LNS)--A world conference of some 300 
delegates from anti-war and anti-imperialist groups 
in 53 countries met in Paris on December 8 and 9 to 
call attention to the war that still rages in Cam- 
bodia nearly a year after the signing of the Paris 
Peace agreement that called for an end to all acts 
of war against that country . 

The conference was convened by the World Peace 
Council and the Stockholm Conference, a coalition 
of pacifist and anti-war groups „ The United States 
was represented by delegates from the Peoples* 
Coalition for Peace and Justice, Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War/Winter Soldier Organization, Scien- 
tific Aid to Indochina, the New Democratic Coalition, 
Clergy and Laity Concerned, and Women Strike for 
Peace. 

The Conference "hailed the great strategic 
victory" of the Cambodian people over the American 
air war in which, during the six and a half months 
from January to August 15, 240,000 tons of bombs were 
dropped on Cambodia. It supported the Royal Govern- 
ment of National Union (GRUNK) , headed by Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk, as the "legal and legitimate gov- 
ernment which controls 90 percent of the national 
territory and 80 percent of the population," 

In its final resolution, the Conference demand- 
ed an unconditional end' to all U.S. interference in 
Canbodia, urging the countries of the world to break 
off relations with the Lon No! government aid to 
follow the example of some 60 nations in recognizing 
GRUNK. It also demanded that the Royal Government 
be represented at the United Nations, 

In a message to the Conference^ Sihanouk wrote: 
"This terrible war, which has been going on for 
nearly four years now, has caused^ the death of about 
400,000 people. . .made about one million cripples, and 
brought complete ruin on about three million of my 
compatriots who, after losing all they had (houses, 
fields, cattle etc.) now live as miserable refugees 
in cities which the war has not spared either." 

Sihanouk's message detailed the nature, of cur- 
rent American involvement in Cambodia: about a hund- 
red U.S. Army officers recruiting mercenaries, train- 
ing Lon Nol's units, etc.; U.S. weapons of all des- 
criptions --munitions, armored cars, helicopters, na- 
val craft; U.S. planes carrying out reconnaissance 
operations over Cambodian territory , transporting 
troeps and supplies, firing rockets on liberated 
areas; infantry, tank and naval unitsr of the Saigon 
armed forces operating in Cambodia; thousands of 
Thai mercenaries used by the CIA. 

Thionne Prasith, head of the GRUNK delegation 
in Paris, described the sorry state , of -the Lon Nol ■ 
forces: "Desertions are multiplying. „ , On August 
5, 1973, the whole garrison of Taiung Kauk, made up 
of 1800 officers and soldiers , surrendered to the 
People's Armed Forces with all their weapons . . . 
Soldiers who are forced to stay within the enemy 
ranks revolt against being sent to the front., « The 
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officers of the air force rebel, and twice this 
year, March. 17 and November 19,. they bombed the 
palace of Lon Nol, then went over to liberation 

forces „ 

Prasith said that the people of Phnom Penh 
have named the Lon Nol. regime "the committee of 
the dying." Prices in the city are sky-rocketing: 
the currency has become almost worthless scraps 
of paper, and-, rice is. so scarce that it must be 
imported from California, and there is a short- 
age of fuel, electricity and water. Strikes, 
demonstrations—resistance in a thousand forms— 
harass the Lon Nol government . 

Prasith further; pointed out that with only 
Phnom Penh- and a few -towns remaining under its 
jurisdiction, the Lon Nol govemmeat and Washing- 
ton have been calling for a compromise solution, 
and have have suggested negotiations between 
Lon Nol and Sihanouk's forces. 

But, said Prasith, the. Royal Government 
refuses any compromise that- would- Leave, the Lon 
Nol government in. power,. "For a long time, the 
Cambodian people have drawn a clear, sharp de- 
finitive line between traitors and patriots, be- 
tween free’dom and slavery, between happiness 
and misery, between life and death. .1 To come 
to an agreement with traitors is to betray one's 
country, to betray one's people..." 

The Conference heard messages from Van Hieu, 
head of the Paris . delegation of the Provisional 
Revo luti onary . Government of South Vietnam, from 
representatives of. the Laotian Patriotic Front , 
and iron Phan Anh, Minister of Foreign Commerce 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (North 
Vietnam) . All denounced the continuing U.S. ag- 
gression against their countries and against C 
Cambodia in violation of the Paris Agreements. 
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AMERICAN EXILES, VIETNAMESE. ORGANIZE 

CAMPAIGN FOR "REAL PEACE" IN INDOCHINA 

TORONTO (LNS) --American exiles and Vietnam- 

ese residents in Canada- are planning. to hold 
rallies, teach-ins and other. activities in Dec- 
ember and January calling for the U, 5- to imp- 
lement the Paris cease-fire. agreements and bring 
"real peace" to Indochina. 

In Vancouver on December 20, Don Luce of 
the Indochina Mobile Education Project will 
speak at a rally and teach-rin, along with a 
member of the Association of Vietnamese Patriots 
in Canada. Other members of the Association will 
speak with Luce at a teach-in and rally in Tor- 
onto on December 21, 

American exiles plan activities in Winnipeg , 
Regina, and Calgary around the anniversary of the 
signing of the cease-fire agreements on January 

27. 
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RAD ICAL MBblA gCTjTO BOARD --an, Internal newsletter 
for subscribers to LIBERATION New£ Service ^ 

From: Wounded Knee Collective, c/o Akwesasne Notes, 

' ' • Mohawk Nation, via Rooseveltown, NY, 13683 

The Wounded Knee trials have begun in Sioux 
Falls and will begin in St. Paul in January. Ak- 
wesasne Notes will be publishing in January, 

Voices from Wounded Knee , a book of interviews and 
photographs taken during the confrontation last 
spring. The book should be useful in helping to 
build support for the defense. 

Paperback, the book will be approximately 200 
pages and will cost $3.95 retail. Publications 
should request review copies from the above address. 

***************************************************** 

From: NC Press, Box 6106, Station A, Toronto, On- 

tario, Canada 

NC Press, "Canadian Liberation Publishers" 
announces some our new titles for 1973-74, We would 
be happy to send review copies of our new publica- 
tions . They include : 

"Why There Must be a Revolution in Quebec" by 
Leandre Gergeron, (French, $1; English, $1.50), 
"Toward a People 1 s Art- -The History of Canadian and 
Quebecois Painting" by Barry Lord, $3.95, "Black 
Candians — A Long Line of Fighters" by Headley Tui- 
loch, $1.50. 

*********************************************** 

From: People's Yellow Pages, PO Box 31291, San 

Francisco, Calif, 94131 

The People's Yellow Pages of San Francisco 
and the Bay Area — a guide to the good things people 
need, is now available. It's $2,25 by mail. 

********************** ****************************** 

From: Attica Brothers Defense Fund, c/o National 

Lawyers Guild, 23 Cornelia St, New York, 

NY, 10014 

An Attica Prison calendar 1974 is now avail- 
able, The 11" x 17" calendar, featuring memorable 
dates and photos relating to prison struggles and 
political trials is $3.75, postage and tax included. 

* *** * **** ** **** ,** ** ** ****** ************************ 

END OF KMBB FOR TODAY, FOLKS [ 


ALABAMA SANITATION WORKERS WIN 13 WEP STRIKE) 

CITY SEANTS ALL DEMANDS : . 

LIBERATION News Service 

, [ Edit or fcono ttSli - Thajfoliljqwingt'iis^ani, edited: : on 

version of an article by Steve Whitman which first 
appeared in the Southern Patriot .] 

FAIRFIELD, Ala. (LNS) --Street and sanitation 
workers in this small city on the outskirts of 
Birmingham have won in their 13-week strike 
against the city. The strike, which was marked 
with a high degree of unity between the mostly 
black strikers and white citizens of the town, 
succeeded in getting a stubborn mayor and city 
council to meet all of their demands. 

The victory came in mid-October when the city 
officials acted in the face of increasing mili- 
tancy among the townspeople and agreed to all of 
the strikers' demands, including the crucial pro- 
visions calling for union recognition and a dues 
check-off system. (Dues check-off is when union 
fees are deducted from workers' salaries. It is 
a way of guaranteeing the financial solvency of a 
union.) 

The strike began on July 30 when 51 of the 
54 workers in the Street and Sanitation Department 
struck. In addition to union recognition, the 
strikers were protesting low pay— $1.90 an hour 
average--and poor working conditions. The workers 
are members of Public Employees Local 1317, the 
same union that has been organizing hospital work- 
ers innnearby Birmingham. 

All of the workers who stuck it out for the 
full 13 weeks were black. Eight white workers 
who were originally part of the strike later went 
back to work reluctantly under threats from the 
mayor and the Civil Service Commission. But sup- 
port from white Fairfield residents continued 
throughout the strike . 

Until October, Mayor Lawrence Sides and the 
13 member all-white city council refused to con- 
sider the dues check-off system, an issue at 
the heart of the workers' demands. 

On October 1, over 1,400 citizens attended a 
city council meeting in a room build to seat 100 
and usually seating 10 or 20. The council was 
clearly intimidated and opted to take no action 


hoping to head off the hostile sentiment. 

After- the meeting,; city police and county sheriff's deputies were dalled to City Hall) the citizens 
-were clearly not in a passive mood; A crowd of several hundred people gathered in the streets of downtown 
rFairfield, overturned garbage -cans and refused to move. It took poi-ieei over an hour to disperse the 
crowd; 

Soon after that demonstration, the wife of a white man, who spoke out in favor of the strike, was 
shot while looking out of the window of her home. It is not yet clear whether the shooting was accidental 
or intentional. 

Immediately after that city council meeting, Fairfield citizens called for an economic boycott of 
the city. The town responded, and soon almost nobody was coming to shop in Fairfield. With garbage 
piling high and the streets of the business district deserted, Fairfield was looking more and more like a 
ghost town. 


City merchants, who had previously been hostile to the strike, all of a sudden began contributing to 
the workers' strike fund. However, boycott leaders refused to call off the boycott until merchants agreed 
to meet with the mayor. When this meeting was arranged, a three-day moritorium of the boycott was called. 

Finally, on October 15, at a city council meeting attended by about 500 people, the council voted 
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8 to 3 to grant all the workers* demands.. The may- 
or still had to approve the agreement and the next 
day he did exactly that. 

The people had obviously learned much from 
past organizing efforts. The city has been a mess 
for as long as people can remember and there have 
been several labor struggles and boycott attempts 
that have failed. When this one was entered into, 
though, it was with much more experience and pre- 
paration than before. 

All segments of the community were contacted 
and informed of the issues. A community newsletter 
sprang up and kept people in the town in the know 
and not dependent on the establishment media or 
rumors for the facts. 

People close to the unionizing effort in Fair- 
field felt that the victory will spark such attempts 
in other areas of the working population. Report- 
edly Fairfield teachers are on the brink of a union- 
izing campaign. 

Located on the outskirts of the huge industrial 
city of Birmingham j, Fairfield labor activity could 
be a place to keep your eye on. 

-SO- 

*************** ******************'****'** ************** 

CALIFORNIA SUPERMARKET STRIKE; 

UNION' 'LOCKED OUT BY CHAINS 

GUARDIAN / LIBERATION News Service 

OAKLAND, Cal (LNS) --Since the beginning of Dec- 
ember, most of California's supermarkets have been 
closed by a combination strike and lockout. A set- 
tlement, however, is reported to be near. 

Butchers started the action when they walked 
out of the Safeway and Lucky supermarket chains. 

The Food Employers Council then locked out about 
24,000 butchers, truckers and retail clerks in more 
than 40 other chain stores across the state. 

The butchers demanded a 6 percent wage increase 
for each year of a three-year contract, an unlimited 
cost-of-living "escalator clause" and job guarantees 
in the face of new automation. The last demand is 
key. 

Safeway and Lucky plan to centralize me at cut- 
ting and wrapping in one cutting plant for each 
metropolitan area. Thousands of butchers now work- 
ing in retail stores would lose their jobs, and this 
would hit black and Chicano workers particularly 
hard because the cutting plants are moving out of 
the central cities. In northern California, for 
example, Safeway has already moved its cutting 
plant from mostly black Richmond to the white sub- 
urb of Fremont . 

In the San Francisco Bay area, supermarket 
strikes have had a long history of militancy and 
union solidarity. In 1970, when striking women of- 
fice workers shut down the Lucky stores, supporting 
truckers hijacked a scab truck and jackknifed it 
on a major commuter bridge. This year, management 
has; already reported a firebomb attack on a Lucky 
warehouse. Merchandise has been destroyed in num- 
erous stores and tires have gone flat on many scab 
tTuck s 
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Although during the 1960s, some unions contin- 
ued to work while others were on strike, in more 
recent years Bay area leaders of the . AFL-CIO ^team- 
ster and longshore unions have supported each 
other in some cases and in others have struck jointly. 

This year cooperation is even more apparent. 

For example, the butchers and cutting plants went 
out with the retail butchers, despite extremely 
short notice. 

The supermarket chains have been preparing 
for the strike for several weeks, hiring extra ' 
workers and making arrangements with non-union 
trucking firms. The chains took the position that 
a strike against one chain was a strike against 
all, in locking out workers statewide. 

"The crime syndicate sometimes known as the 
Food Employers Council," declared a retail clerk 
business agent at a strike meeting last week , "is 
in league with Richard Fink Nixon," The packed 
meeting of grocery clerks burst into applause. 

"So why don't we get rid of both," shouted 
back one worker from the floor. The rank and file 
food workers are well aware that their wage settle- 
ments are all programmed from Washington. They un- 
derstand that the best way to fight is to spread 
the strike to the stores that are still open, and 
to slaughter houses and other suppliers. 

On December 10, representatives of both' sides 
in northern California announced they were near a 
settlement. Management has apparently agreed to 
guarantee no lay-offs due to automated cutting and 
wrapping. In return, they cut out the cost of liv- 
ing "escalator" and some fringe benefits. Should 
the strike go on however, California will face a 
major food shortage . The slaughter houses and ot- 
her major food workers have contracts that expire 
shortly. 

-30- 

SUPREME COURT WIDENS POWER OF POLICE 
TO SEARCH PEOPLE WITHOUT WARRANT 

WASHINGTON (LNS) --The Supreme Court, voting 
6 to 3, ruled on December 12 that law enforcement 
agents can search individuals arrested and that any 
ihcriminating evidence, whether it relates to 
the original arrest or not, is admis sable in court. 

According to the New York Times , "the decis- 
ion appears to empower any policeman to search any 
suspect he has taken into custody for any kind 
o* completely unconnected incriminating evidence, 
ejren if the original offense was so insignificant 
that he could ‘have given the accused a ticket in- 
stead. " 

The court ruled that once the police have 
an individual in "lawful custodial custody" they do not 
need to justify searches in pockets , collars , 
troiisprs waist-bands and socks as authorized by 
standard police regulations. Custodial custody 
mentis that the individual must be placed under 
attest as opposed to being given a ticket. 

Ip addition, the court ruled that the police 
officer need not fear for his own personal safety 
December 15, 1973 more.... 
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to p(r6ceed with the sear is. That was the guideline 
under *which controversial "stop-and-frisk" legisla- 
tion was passed a few years ago. 

In a concurring statement to the majority 
statement by William Rehnquist, Lewis Powell, also 
a Nixon appointee, said, "an individual lawfully 
subjected to a custodial arrest retains no signif- 
icant Fourth Amendment interest in the privacy of 
his person." The Fourth Amendment to the Constitu- 
tion bars "unlawful search and seizure." 


more helpful to police and prosecutors" than even 
the Justice Department has pushed for. 

-30- 

****.■*********■■**** * ^******************* ^** *****'*.• 

[Note to Editors: See packets #537 and 570 

for stories on nuclear waste disposal.] 

NIXON GIVES MORE POWER TO ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION : 
"IT'S LIKE HAVING THE GOAT GUARD THE CABBAGE" 

LIBERATION News Service 


til 


Four Nixon appointees to the court, Rehnquist, 
Powell, Burger and Blackmun, were joined in the 
majority decision by "swing" justices Stewart and 
White. The dissenters were Justices Douglas, Bren- 
nan and Marshall. Marshall, in his dissenting opin- 
ion noted that the ruling "raised the possibility 
that a police officer, lacking probable cause to ob- 
tain a search warrant, will use a traffic arrest as 
a pretext to conduct a search." 


This is more than a hypothetical fancy, as many 
young and third world people know. For example, un- 
an ACLU suit was filed against the practice New Jer- 
sey state troopers made a habit of stopping cars 
with young people, especially those with long hair, 
and black people for "routine checks". 

In most cases these people had done nothing il- 
legal to attract the attention of the police, yet 
they were stopped, asked for identification and 
searched. Sometimes narcotics or marijuana was 
found and arreSts were made. However, many of these 
cases were thrown out of court because the officer 
had no warrant to search for drugs. Now, with this 
latest Court ruling, any evidence found in these 
"routine checks" is admissable in court. This makes 
the practice of harassment that much easier. 

The two cases on which the Court ruled involved 
drugs. In the first, which took place in Washington 
DC, a man was stopped by a police officer for a 
"routine check". The officer found that he had an 
expired license. Rather than merely ticket the man, 
he arrested and searched him. This is standard pro- 
cedure in Washington, where stop-and-frisk laws were 
first created. 

During the search, which under police regula- 
tions, was to look for weapons, he felt a bulge in 
the man's coat pocket. This turned out to be heroin. 


The dissenting opinion felt that the officer 
should have- stopped’ when it was clear that the man 
had no weapons Any further search was a violation 
of his privacy and the product of the search was m- 
admis sable as evidence to support a drug charge. 


The second case, which took place in Florida, 
was similar except that there people are not usually 
arrested for not having a license. Standard proced- 
ure would have been to ticket the offender. In- 
stead the officer searched him and found marijuana. 


Most observers saw this decision as another 
step in the Nixon Court's program to give more, power 
to law enforcement agents and show less concerfi for 
the rights of the accused. In fact, the Washington 
Post noted that, "Although the sustaining of the 
two searches was not a surprise* it was broader and 
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WASHINGTON (LNS)--In a reversal of policy. 
President Nixon shifted the authority to set radia- 
tion standards for individual nuclear power plants 
from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to 
the Atomic Energy Commission (AEG). The December 
7 decision came just at the EPA was on the verge of 
setting stricter safety standards for individual 
plants. 

The new radiation standards would have drastic- 
ally reduced the permissible limit of radioactive 
materials that could be released from the nuclear 
power plant. The Administration has, in effect, 
cancelled these new standards by assigning the res- 
ponsibility to the AEG. 

The effect of the move will be to allow more 
freedom in the construction and operation of nuclear 
plants. There are presently 31 reactors in this 
coup. try producing 4% of the nation's power. Fifty- 
nine more are now under construction and 90 more are 
on order. It is estimated that by the year 2000 , 
there will be 500 such plants --this is a conserva- 
tive estimate based upon the current licensing pol- 
icy., 

Existing nuclear power plants have been heavi- 
ly criticized for the amount of radiation they 
emit during the operation, their waste disposal meth- 
ods, and for failure to provide efficient safeguards 
from catastropic nuclear accident. 

Four years ago, Dr. John W. Gofman and Dr. 

Arthur R» Tamplin, scientists at the AEC's Lawrence 
Racji at ion Laboratory at Livermore, Calif., called 
for a 10- fold reduction in the amount of radiation 
considered safe for the public. They maintained 
that if current limits were observed, 32,000 ad- 
ditional deaths from cancer could be expected an- 
nually. Subsequently, the National Research Council-- 
the investigative arm of the National Academy of 
Sciences — confirmed that the current standards are 
too lax and need to be tightened. 

In addition, the problem of nuclear waste dis- 
posal is a thorny one --and one which the AEC has an 
incredibly poor track record on. In March of this 
year, the National Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
condemned the AEC for its practice of pouring toxic 
nuclear wastes into open bottom trenches at the ag- 
ency's Hanford Reservation, located in southwest :! 
Washington. This is by no means the only such in- 
cident of dangerous mismanagement of nuclear wastes 
by the AEC and in fact, one AEC official (who chooses 
to temain anonymous for fear of reprisals) told 
the LvA* Times in August that the present waste dis- 
posal problem was like"sitting on a time bomb." 

! At the sa me time that. NRBCLw as blasting the 
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AEC for its waste disposal practices, the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency issued a statement critic- 
izing the agency for its failure to explore the risk 
of catastrophic accidents from the operation of its 
nuclear plants. The AEC had submitted an environmen- 
tal impact statement to EPA concerning its emergency 
safety procedures for nuclear power plants, hut the 
environmental agency deemed the statement"in adequate" 
and proposed independent j study programs to identify 
the risks of a nuclear accident . 

Two months later * oh June 1, 1973, Friends of 
the Earth working closely with the Union of Concern- 
ed Scientists filed suit in federal court to shut 
down 20 of the 31 reactors operating in the country, 
because they are unsafe. The suit states that the 
Atomic Energy Commission has failed to enforce a 
law that requires an effective "emergency core cool- 
ing s/stem" — the last-ditch way to stop a reactor 
from overheating, melting down and bursting out of 
its shield. 

There have been circumstances where the emerg- 
ancy shutdown mechanisms in some of these reactors 
have failed to operate properly. There have been o- 
ther circumstances where they have lost control of 
the reactor water level. If by chance these two 
things should happen together, which is not imposs- 
ible at all, it could very well develop into an un- 
controllable accident and a meltdown with catastro- 
phic results, 1 ' said Dr. Henry W. Kendall, a nuclear 
physicist at Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and an official of the Union of Concerned Scientists. 

The Emergancy Core Cooling System (ECCS) has 
the job of preventing the nuclear core from over- 
heating should there be a failure in the main pipe- 
line which brings water to cool the core under nor- 
mal conditions. If the ECCS failed, the core would 
overheat and a"meltdown"of the nuclear contents 
would occur, releasing a cloud of radioactive gas 
into the atmosphere. When the ECCS was tested at 
the National Reactor Testing Studio in Idaho in 1971, 
it* failed six outof six tests. 

In a medium sized accident at a medium sized 
reactor, an area 100 miles in diameter would instan- 
tly become contaminated. It would be necessary to 
evacuate the people of an entire area; that could 
mean London, New York, Philadelphia, Los Angeles, 
or any of a growing number of metropolitan areas, 
within a short period of time. 

Dr. John Gofman, one of the scientists who or- 
iginally exposed the unsafe policies of the AEC's 
nuclear reactor program, states that "if you get 350 
units of radiation within a matter of hours or days, 
half of the humans so exposed will die an exceeding- 
ly miserable death in the next few weeks to a couple 
of months . 

"One wonders how one would carry on an evac- 
uation of London, and try to get, say, several mil- 
lion people out of London inside of 12 hours... or 
New York." 

Dr. Walter Jordan of the reactor safety board 
of the AEC commented, "Scientists and the public 
should be prepared to face the possibility of a 
nuclear incident just as we expect major earthquakes 
that will exact a large tolj in property and lives." 

Jordan fails " to mention, however, that there 
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is presently a law--the Price -Anders on Act --that 
protects the utility companies that build and oper- 
ate nuclear power plants from law suits. The law 
acknowledges that catastrophic nuclear power ac- 
cidents can happen yet exempts the utilities from 
full liability for public damaged. Most home and’ 
automobile insurance policies exclude damage frpm 
radioactivity, 

Gofman notes, "This is an industry with a tre- 
mendous amount of momentum. Not only the vast gov- 
ernment subsidies in a country" such as the U.S.A., 
which has something like $40 billion of private 
capital invested. On a world-wide basis, I would 
make the estimate probably $100 billion is invested. 
When $100 billion of capital is invested, no matter 
bow bad the hazards are, no matter about the chance 
of losing a major city, people don't want to 
lose i that investment." 

Both the Friends of the Earth, the Union of 
Concerned Scientists and other individuals and 
scientist charge the Atomic Energy Commission with 
a"massive eoverup of the most urgent safety reactor 
problems." They document charges of reprisals 
taken by the AEC and the public utilities involved 
in nuclear plant production and operation, against 
their own people who tried to speak out on the haz- 
ards they found. Firings, slander, blacklistings, 
and declassifications so that the persons couldn't 
work in any job in the field were all employed by 
the AEC and utilities to silence their critics. 

When questioned about a research report that 
Aerojet presented to tire AEC which stated that the 
safety features of present nuclear power plants 
are"inadequate ," Milton Shaw, Director of the AEC's 
Division of Reactor Development and Technology, said; 

"We were accuse of witholding a report that 
we got from Aerojet. Yes we withe Id it, because 
we asked Aerojet for a proposal that says give us 
your ideas. , .don't forget, we asked for it,.- We got 
the report » We also asked other people for their 
ideas. We left we've got to take these reports, 
the suggestions, and look at them, weigh them, and 
decide of all these ideas which are worth doing and 
which are not. That’s my job. When I do that , I'm 
accused of witholding information. You bet your 
life, I withe Id "it . That's my job." 

And now, thanks to Nixon's move, the Atomic 
Energy Commission has the responsibility for not 
only developing and promoting atomic power, but al- 
so regulating it as well. 

The switch of authority from the Environmental 
Protection Agency to the Atomic Energy Commission, 
says Dr. Kendall, puts the country in the position 
"of having the goat guard the cabbages." 

-30- 

**************************************************** 

December 28, 1890. The Wounded Knee Massacre 
occurs. The U.S. army slaughters 300 unarmed 
Indians. The Pentagon awards 26 Medals of Honor 
for the action. 


********* ***** *************** *********************** 

IMPEACH NIXON AND BIG BUSINESS TOO !!! 1 !!!!!.!!!!!!. H ! 

(576) December 15, 1973 end of 

copy, on to 
grafix 





TOP RIGHT: ROOKIE’S ^Standard 
Oil cartoon 

CREDIT: Joel Andreas /NACLA/LNS 


TOP LEFT: A striking employee 
picketing in front of a Safeway 
store in Los Angeles. Story on P.6. 

OR HIT: 


MIDDLE RIGHT: South America 
cartoon. 

CREDIT: ZONE DE TEMPETES/LNS 


- BOTTOM LEFT: Bah Humbug. 
CREDIT: PORTLAND SCRIBE/ LNS 

BOTTOM RIGHT: Africa 
CREDIT: ZIMBABWE REVIEW/LNS 


BOTTOM CREDIT: United Farm Workers/LNS 
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That’s it. 


